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‘Soston  ^ural  district. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 
For  1937 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  Boston 
Rural  District  for  the  }^ear  1937. 

The  Report  has  been  compiled  on  the  lines  recommended  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  1650. 

On  referring  to  Section  A of  the  Report  it  will  be  found  that  the 
Birth  Rate  was  18.1  per  1000  estimated  population  and  the  Death 
Rate  1 1.2.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  fallen  from  55  in  1936 
to  49.2  in  1937. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  has  risen  from  17  in  1936  to  23  in  1937  and  the  number 
of  cases  of  Pneumonia  has  fallen  from  21  in  1936  to  9 in  1937.  No 
epidemics  were  experienced  during  the  year  and  the  number  of  cases 
of  Chicken  Pox  for  the  years  1936  and  1937  was  67  and  47  respec- 
tively. The  general  state  of  health  of  the  public  may  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory. 

The  Council  have  been  very  active  in  carrying  out  work  under 
the  Housing  Act  during  the  year  and  the  statistics  concerning  this 
section  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  Section  D. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  to  my  Staff  for  the 
valuable  assistance  rendered  throughout  the  3'ear. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  vServant, 


D.  C.  ROBERTSON. 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  83,930 

Population,  estimated,  1937  19,020 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937),  estimated 4,870 

Reduced  Rateable  Value  £43,592 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  estimated  4,925 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 

Live  Births — Legitimate.  Total  327  ; males  168,  females  159. 

Illegitimate.  Total  18  ; males  11,  females  7. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  18.1. 
Still  Births — Total  12  ; males  7 ; females  5. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  33.6. 

Deaths — Total  214  ; males  130,  females  84. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
(Crude),  11.2. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
(adjusted),  10.2. 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnane}^  and  childbirth  : — 


From  Sepsis  1 

From  other  causes  Nil 

Rate  pr  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  2.8 

From  other  causes  Nil 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — • 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  49.2 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births  48.9 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  55.5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

,,  ,,  Cancer  (all  ages)  27 

Death  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  from  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .42 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2 1 

Whooping  Cough  .05 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 

Cancer  1 .4 

Influenza  .47 

Pleart  Disease  2.5 
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BIRTHS. 

On  analysis  of  the  vital  statistics  set  out  in  this  section,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  number  of  Births  registered  during  1937  in  the 
Boston  Rural  District  was  345,  of  which  179  were  male  and  166  fe- 
male. Of  these,  18  births  (11  male  and  7 female  were  registered  as 
illegitimate). 

The  Birth  Rate  for  1937  was  18.1  per  1000  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  18.2  for  the  year  1936. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  was  14.9. 
DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  assigned  to  the  Boston  Rural  District 
after  adjusting  inward  and  outward  transfers  was  214,  130  male  and 
84  female,  an  increase  of  19  as  compared  with  1936. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  1 1 .2  per  1 ,000  estimated  population, 
but  when  the  Areal  Comparability  Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  is  applied,  the  Death  Rate  is  10.2. 

The  Areal  Comparability  Factor  is  intended  to  afford  a means  of 
adjustment  so  that  different  districts  may  be  compared  on  an  equit- 
able basis.  It  would  obviously  be  unfair  to  compare  a district 
having  a population  composed  in  the  main  of  elderly  people  with  a 
district  where  the  average  age  of  the  population  is  much  less. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  given  as  12.4. 

The  main  causes  of  Death  during  the  year  were  ; Heart  Disease 
48  ; Cancer  27  ; Cerebral  Haemorrhage  13  ; Senility  15  ; Other 
Circulatory  Diseases  14  ; and  other  defined  diseases  given  in  the 
Registrar  General’s  short  list  of  deaths  numbered  20. 

The  number  of  Births  per  annum  in  the  Boston  Rural  District 
has  for  some  considerable  time  past  exceeded  the  number  of  Deaths. 
The  figures  for  1937  were  345  births  and  214  deaths. 

INFANTILE  DEATFIS. 

Seventeen  children,  1 1 male  and  6 female,  under  one  year  of  age, 
died  during  1937,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  49.2  per  1 ,000 
registered  live  births,  as  compared  with  55  for  the  year  1936. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  was  58. 
POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  for 
tlie  mid-year  1937  is  given  as  19,020,  an  increase  of  270  as  com])ared 
with  the  estimate  for  1936. 


7 


TABLE  1. 

Causes  of  Death  in  Boston  R.  D.  in  1937. 


Total  Deaths  214. 

Causes  of  Death.  M I' 

ALL  CAUSES  130  84 

1 —  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  — — 

2 —  -Measles  — — 

3 —  Scarlet  Fever  — — 

4 —  Whooping  Cough  — 1 

5 —  Diphtheria  — — 

6 —  Influenza  7 2 

7 —  Encephalitis  lethargica  1 — 

8 —  Cerebro-spinal  fever  1 1 

9 —  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  2 6 

1 0 —  Other  tuberculosis  diseases  3 1 

11 —  S^^philis  1 — 

12 —  General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  — — 

13 —  Cancer,  malignant  disease  15  12 

14 —  Diabetes  1 1 

15 —  Cerebral  heamorrhage,  etc 9 4 

16 —  Heart  Disease  25  23 

17 —  Aneurysm  — — 

18 —  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  7 7 

19 — Bronchitis  3 2 

20 —  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  3 1 

2 1 — Other  respiratory  diseases  1 — 

22 —  Peptic  ulcer  2 — 

23 —  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  — — 

24 —  Appendicitis  1 — 

25 —  Cirrhosis  of  liver  — — 

26 —  Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc — 1 

27 —  Other  digestive  diseases  6 — 

28 —  ^Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  4 2 

29 —  Puerperal  sepsis  — 1 

30 —  Other  puerperal  causes  — — 

31 —  Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  mal- 

formations, etc 7 4 

32 —  Senility 7 8 

33—  Suicide  1 1 

34 —  Other  violence 8 1 

35 —  Other  defined  diseases 15  5 

36 —  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  — — 


S.D.  .55. 
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TABLE  2. 

Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death-rates,  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

and 

Wales 

125  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns  (Resi- 
dent Popula  ■ 
tions25,000to 
50.000atl931 
Census) 

Ivondon 
Administra- 
tive County 

Rates  per  1 

,000  Populati 

on. 

Live 

14.9 

14.9 

15.3 

13.3 

Still 

0.60 

0.67 

0.64 

0.54 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes  

12.4 

12.5 

11.9 

12.3 

Tvphoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  Fevers 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

vSni  allpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough  

0.04 

0.04 

0.03 

0.06 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  

0.43 

0.39 

0.42 

0.38 

Violence 

0.54 

0.45 

0.42 

0.51 

Notifications  : 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.33 

2.56 

2.42 

2.09 

Diphtheria  . . 

1.49 

1.81 

1.38 

1.93 

Fnteric  Fever 

0.03 

0.06 

0.04 

0.05 

Fry.sipelas  

0.37 

0.43 

0.34 

0.44 

Pneumonia 

1.36 

1.58 

1.20 

I.IS 

Rates  per  1 

,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 j^ear  of 

tiRc 

58 

62 

55 

60 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

5.8 

7.9 

3.2 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0.97 

Others 

2.26 

NOT  AVAILABLE 

Total 

3.23 

1 

Rates  pe 

r 1 ,000  Total  Births  [i.e.  Live  and  Still) 

Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0.94  • 

Others 

2.17 

NOT  AVAILABLE 

Total 

3.1 1 

Notifications  ; — 

Puerperal  I'cver 

1 

1 

4.15 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

( 13.93 

17.59 

11.52  ' 

14.34 

D 4U71  1-!  ‘2,500  D/d  200  4/07. 
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SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(«)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out 
for  the  Authority  at  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene,  London,  or  at  the  Holland  County  Council  Laborator\', 
Bostoir. 

{b)  An  ambulance  is  stationed  at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and 
is  on  call  with  a driver  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade,  which  is  a voluntar>- 
Association,  provide  an  excellent  motor  ambulance  service  for  the 
removal  of  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases  to  Hospital. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  nurses  employed  by  the 
District  Nursing  Association  and  includes  midwifery  and  general 
nursing.  The  Holland  County  Council  is  the  supervising  Authority 
for  the  administration  of  the  Midwives’  Act  and  employ  midwives 
for  those  districts  which  are  not  covered  by  the  Nursing  Association. 

{d)  TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disea.ses  and  Tuberculosis  is  carried 
out  by  the  Holland  County  Council  at  the  Holland  Sanatorium, 
London  Road,  Boston.  The  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Orthopaedic, 
Dental,  Ante-Natal  and  School  Clinics  are  also  carried  out  by  the 
Holland  County  Council. 

{e)  HOSPITALS. 

The  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  is  administered 
under  a Joint  Hospital  Board  and  is  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  with  the  exception  of  Smallpox. 

The  County  of  Holland  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Fleet,  is  for 
the  reception  of  vSmallpox  cases  only. 

The  Boston  General  Hospital  is  a voluntary  Hospital  controlled 
by  a Committee  of  Management.  The  addition  of  a ten-bed 
IMaternity  Unit  during  the  year  has  filled  a much  needed  want  and 
the  Unit  has  proved  very  popular. 
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SECTION  G. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(i.)  WATER  .SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Scheme  is  nearing  completion  and  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  294  miles  of  main  of  9”,  8”,  6",  4",  3”  and  2"  diameters, 
and  is  some  six  months  ahead  of  the  Contractors’  schedule. 

Tlic  main  water  tower  at  .Sutterton  was  filled  and  put  into 
operation  in  December,  when  the  machinery  was  tried  out  and  found 
that  very  efficient  pressure  was  being  given  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
District. 

When  the  feet  head  pressure  at  Sutterton  is  150,  the  pressure 
gauges  show  at  Eishtoft  135  feet  head,  the  loss  therefore  being  only 
15  feet. 

I'ishtoft  and  Brothertoft  Towers  are  completed,  and  machinery 
into  the  former  is  fixed  but  not  yet  in  operation,  owing  to  the  delay 
in  delivery  of  overhead  line  b}^  the  Boston  Electricity  Company. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  both  Towers  will  be  ready  for  duty  early 
in  the  new  year. 

The  number  of  properties  now  being  supplied  with  water  from 
the  public  suppl}^  is  2,500. 

Appended  herewith  is  an  analysis  of  the  Bourne  water  supply  : — 

Norfolk  and  Suffolk  County  Laboratories, 
Redwell,  Street 

Norwich. 

29th  December,  1937. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER.  No.  85780  00 

Sample  received  from  Spalding  LLD.C.  per  Juo.  Deniain,  Esep,  Engineer 
and  Manager,  Gas  and  Water  Department. 

Mark  or  Seal  : “ Ex  13  ” Bore,  Pumping  Station,  Manning  Road,  Bourne, 
11  a. 111.,  21st  December,  1937.” 

(The  chemical  results  are  stated  in  parts  of  100,000  which  may  be  altered 


to  grains  per  gallon  by  multiplying  by  0.7). 

Total  Solids  in  .Solution 

46.5 

Ammonia,  P'ree  and  .Saline 

.006 

,,  Albuminoid 

...  .<• 

.001 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

2.15 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nil 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

023 

Hardness,  Total 

29.4 

,,  Permanent  . 

10.85 

Bacteria  per  c.c.  on  agar  at  37  C. 

Bacillus,  Pre.sent  in 

Nil 

,,  Absent  in 

100  c.c 

Physical  Characters  Bright  and  clear.  Colour  nil. 

RFAIARKS  ; This  is  an  excellent  water  both  chemieally  and  bacteriolo- 
gie.illy,  being  practically  sterile.  The  water  is  free  from  all  trace  of  pollution 
and  quite  suitable  for  cirinking  purposes. 

(Signed)  W.  LINCOLNE  SUTTON. 
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(ii.)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  sewerage  system  remains  the  same  as  reported  in  1936. 

There  is  still  a very  urgent  need  for  an  adequate  system  of 
sewerage  in  the  urbanised  parts  of  I'ishtoft.  The  houses  in  the  area 
are  still  increasing  in  number  and  the  need  for  sewage  disposal  is 
more  necessary  than  ever.  The  Council  are  fully  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  the  provision  of  proper  sewerage,  but  as  it  is  an  ex- 
penditure incurred  by  the  parish  itself,  it  would  seem  desirable  that 
some  scheme  be  considered  whereby  the  necessary  expense  be  met  by 
general  rate  and  if  possible  some  grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Healtlr. 

In  the  village  of  Kirton  there  is  now  an  adequate  water  supply 
and  it  is  now  a matter  of  urgency  that  some  satisfactory  system  of 
sewage  disposal  be  considered. 

The  parish  of  Wyberton  is,  in  parts,  rapidly  becoming  urbanised 
and  here  again  some  proper  system  of  sewage  disposal  is  necessary. 
During  the  past  5 years  138  houses  have  been  erected  and  conse- 
quently it  will  be  evident  that  the  method  of  sewage  disposal  for 
tliis  parish  does  not  apply  in  the  present  circumstances. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  pollution  of  ri\’-ers 
and  streams  during  the  year. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  have  been  very  few  conversions  to  flush  closets  during 
the  year  and  until  some  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  is  devised  it  is 
unlikely  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  number. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  were  provided  at  Freiston  Shore  as 
follows  — - 

4 Elsan  Chemical  Closets  for  ladies. 

2 ,,  ,,  ,,  and  2 Urinals  for  men. 

Although  far  from  being  self-supporting,  the  conveniences  have 
again  proved  a great  boon  to  the  people  visiting  this  part  of  the 
marsh. 

(ii.)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

In  the  parishes  of  Kirton,  Frampton  and  Wyberton  the  public 
cleansing  is  done  by  contract.  This  contract  is  now  let  for  a period 
of  three  j^ears  instead  of  one  year  as  previously  and  lias  thus  enabled 
the  Contractor  to  provide  better  equipment  to  carry  out  the 
scavenging  of  the  parishes  concerned.  The  pails  and  dust-bins  are 
now  emptied  once  weekly. 
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In  the  parishes  of  Sutterton  and  Swineshead  no  arrangements 
are  at  present  in  force  for  Public  Cleansing,  but  it  would  seem  de- 
sirable that  some  system  be  adopted  in  the  near  future. 

(iii)  The  report  of  the  Sanitary'  Inspector  will  be  formd  at  the 
end  of  the  Report. 

(iv.)  SHOPS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Shops 
Acts. 

{v)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  complaints  of  nuisance  from  smoke  were  received  during  the 
year. 


(vi.)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POORS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  Rural  District  area  birt 
there  is  an  open-air  bath  in  the  Borough  of  Boston. 

(vii.)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  during  the  year.  The 
method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed  bugs  is  by 
fumigation. 

4.  SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  some  of  the  elementary  school  in  the 
area  is  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  it  is  hoped  to  improve  the 
condition  in  the  near  future.  Many  of  the  schools  are  taking  water 
from  the  public  supply  and  it  would  seem  desirable  that  this  practice 
be  extended. 

All  children  suffering,  or  suspected  of  suffering,  from  an  in- 
fectious di.sease  are  immediately  excluded  from  school  and  where 
necessary  disinfection  of  classrooms  is  carried  out. 


SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

During  the  year  the  Council  has  been  very  active  with  regarel  to 
dilapidated  houses  in  the  di.strict.  The  policy  of  giving  the  owners 
a chance  to  repair,  even  if  repairs  are  excessive,  has  been  adopted  in 
every  case  where  it  was  found  practicable. 
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Forty  clearance  areas  were  made,  comprising  1 1 1 houses  which 
were  disposed  of  as  follows  : 

37  Clearance  Orders  comprising  104  houses. 

2 Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  comprising  4 houses. 

1 Clearance  Area  comprising  3 houses  was  purchased  by  the 
Council  by  mutual  consent. 

Two  Inquiries  were  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  one  on  the 
2nd  November  and  the  other  on  the  21st  December. 


1. — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  240 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  710 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 


under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  Ill 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  404 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  70 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  112 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal, 
action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  officers  71 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

A. — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  lb  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  Nil 

{b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

[a)  By  owners  2 

[b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  33 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  25 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

( 1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement 

or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

An  undertaking  that  the  house  will  not  be 
used  or  let  for  habitation  was  accepted  by  the 
Council  in  respect  of  five  houses. 

4.-  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  the  year  96 

{b)  (ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  99 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  66R 
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{h)  Number  of  new  eases  of  overerowdiug  re- 
ported during  the  year  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  1 1 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the 
IMedical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report : — 

12  overcrowded  houses  comprising  71 
persons  will  be  demolished  when  houses  are 
available. 

5 overcrowded  houses  comprising  37 
persons  are  under  consideration  with  a 
view  to  issuing  Demolition  Orders. 


New  Houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  other  than 


by  the  Local  Authority  1 00 

Erected  by  the  Local  Authority  32 


132 


TABLE  3. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases. 
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TABLE  4. 
Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small-pox  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

23 

14 

■ 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

7 

2 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

47 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

9 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  I.ethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 



Others 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

99 

19 

6 

TABLE  5. 
Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Arc  Period 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

M 

F 

0—  1 

— 

— 

1 







1 



1^  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



5 — 15 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



1 



1 5—25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25—35 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

- _ 

35—45 



1 

— 

— 

1 



— 

1 

45—55 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

1 
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TABLE  6. 


List  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  for  1937 

shown  Quarterly. 


Disease 

1st  Qtr. 

2ncl  Qtr. 

3rd  Qtr. 

4th  Qtr. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

7 

4 

7 

23 

Pneumonia 

7 

1 

— 

1 

9 

Frysipelas 

1 

2 

— 

4 

7 

Chicken-pox  . 

2 

24 

1 

20 

47 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

1 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

1 

7 

9 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Puerperal  P'ever 



1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Septicaemia 



— 



— 

— 

Tvphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ivncephalitis  Lethars;iea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  

2 

5 

4 

— 

11 

Totals 

19 

42 

10 

39 

no 

TABLE  7. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Table  showing  attendances  by  children  living  in  the 
Rural  District  at  the  Borough  of  Boston  Welfare  Centre. 


* 

Total 

Borough 

Rural 

Attendances  hy  babies  under  1 year  of  age 

2733 

2452 

281 

Attendances  by  babies  over  1 year  of  age 

1841 

1719 

122 

Number  of  new  children  under  1 year  of 
age  on  1st  attendence 

270 

228 

42 

Number  of  new  children  over  1 year  of 
age  on  1st  attendance 

118 

105 

13 
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TABLE  8. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and 
Homework. 

1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premi.ses 

Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Pro.secntions 

Factorie.s  (iuchuling  Factory 
I.aiindrie.s) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Work.shop.s  (including  Workshojj 
I,aiindrie.s) 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises  included 
in  part  d of  tliis  Report) 

7 

3 

Nil 

Total 

1 1 

3 

Nil 

TABLE  9. 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M, 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Proscentions 

Want  of  Cleanline.ss 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  minor  nuisances 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

3 

.3 

Nil 

Nil 
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3.  Home  Work. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  outwork  is  undertaken  in  the 
district. 


4.  Registered  Workshops. 
Workshops  on  the  register  (s.  131)  at  end  of  year 


Smiths  16 

Wheelwrights  13 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  12 

Tailors  12 

Dressmakers  8 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers  10 

Bakers  24 


Saddlers  2 

Gas  Works  2 

Motor  Repairers  17 

Other  Trades  12 

Gri.stMill  12 

Bricks  2 

Artificial  Manure  1 


Total 


143 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

Appointments  kept  270 

Complaints  received  53 

Letters  and  Informal  notices  served 2033 

Statutory  notices  served  578 

Total  number  of  premises  visited  2015 

Visits  Classified. 

Infectious  disease  24 

Slaughter  houses  379 

Food  Stores  2 

Cowsheds  242 

Dairies  155 

Offensive  Trades  3 

Caravans  6 

Factory  and  Workshops  1 1 

Bakehouses  24 

Disinfections  (Houses)  31 

,,  (Public  Vehicles)  350 

,,  (Schools)  Nil 

Housing  780 

Drains  (test  and  re-test)  247 

Unclassified  50 


Drainage. 


Defects  remedied 
Length  of  drains  relaid 
,,  ,,  New  ... 
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45  yards 
300  yards 


Particulars  of  Nuisances  remedied  under  the  Public 


Health  Acts. 

Closet  pails  renewed  20 

Sanitary  Bins  renewed  43 

W’ater  Closets  cleansed  and  repaired  1 

Keeping  Animals  to  be  a nuisance  5 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation  2 

Insanitary  Ashpits  removed  12 

Drains  cleansed  9 

Spouting  cleansed  and  repaired  43 

Sinks  provided  in  houses  10 

Cesspools  cleansed  and  repaired  1 5 
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Dirty  houses  cleansed ..  ] 

(General  repairs  to  houses,  windows,  etc 104 

Privies  and  Vaults  10 

Wells  sunk  Nil 

Rainwater  cisterns  constructed  Nil 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish  5 

Miscellaneous  47 


Disinfection  of  Buses. 


The  number  of  disinfections  of  conveyances  for  School  Children 
during  the  year  was  : — 

Number  of  Disinfections  of  Buses  350 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register  

,,  , ,,  Retail  Purveyors  (premises  in  District)  

,,  ,,  Retail  Purveyors  (premises  out  of  District) 

,,  ,,  Milch  Cows  

,,  ,,  Cowshed  inspections  and  visits  

,,  ,,  Dairy  inspections  and  visits  

,,  ,,  Applications  received  for  registration 

during  year  

,,  ,,  Persons  withdrawing  from  registration 

during  year  

,,  ,,  Informal  Notices  served 

,,  ,,  Informal  Notices  complied  with  


226 


809 

242 


155 

32 


73 

95 
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In  each  case  where  repairs  and/or  improvements  were  necessary, 
notices  were  sent  out  in  detail  and  a copy  of  the  Council’s  Regula- 
tions governing  the  standard  of  Cowsheds  enclosed.  Advice  is 
always  willingly  given,  and  in  numerous  cases  the  builder  has  been 
met  on  the  premises.  The  cowkeepers  have  been  encouraged  to 
state  their  difficulties  in  complying  with  the  Regulations  should  any 
arise. 


The  whole  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  throughout  the  district 
show  a distinct  improvement,  and  in  many  cases  the  Council  main 
water  supply  has  been  connected,  thereby  assisting  the  milk  i^ro- 
ducers  in  their  efforts  to  produce  clean  milk. 

The  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  have  in  the  past  been  handi- 
capped by  the  lack  of  wholesome  water  in  sufficient  quantity  for 
cooling  and  cleansing  i)urposes,  and  as  the  comprehensi\'e  water 
scheme  is  nearing  completion  I am  now  of  the  opinion  that  the 
majority  of  them  will  soon  be  connected  with  the  main  supply. 
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With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Milk  (Si)ecial  Designations) 
Order,  1936,  the  sampling  of  Grade  “ A ” (T.T.)  Milk  is  now  under- 
taken by  the  County  Council,  who  also  issue  the  Licences  under  this 
Order. 

There  are  now  11  producers  of  “ Accredited  Milk  ” and  1 pro- 
ducer of  “ Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ” in  the  district. 

Two  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  the  selling  of  “ Pasteurised  ” and  “ Accredited  ” milk. 


Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  24 

,,  of  Inspections  24 

Contraventions  of  regulations  4 


Four  Bakehouses  were  connected  to  the  public  water  supply 
during  the  j'ear  and  I hope  the  remainder  will  be  connected  in  the 
near  future. 


Slaughterhouses . 


In  January,  1937 

In  December,  1937 

Registered 

16 

16 

Licensed 

3 

3 

Total 

19 

19 

Slaughterhouses,  Etc. 


Number  of  Licensed  Slaughtermen  on  Register  46 

Number  of  Inspections  379 


The  slaughterhouses  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory^  condition 
throughout  the  year.  In  addition  to  routine  inspections,  visits  hav^e 
been  made  at  all  hours,. chiefly  for  casualty  slaughters. 

In  certain  cases  occupiers  of  slaughterhouses  were  called  upon 
to  execute  repairs  under  the  Slaughterhouse  Byelaws  and  the 
following  works  have  been  carried  out  : — 


New  or  repairs  to  floors  3 

New  or  alterations  to  drains  4 

Rendering  of  Walls  2 

Repairs  to  approach  1 

Informal  notices  complied  with  5 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
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Approximate  Total  Weijilit  • 59  cwts. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Movable  Dwellings. 


Inspections  6 

Nuisances  found  to  exist  3 

,,  abated  2 

Vans  left  district  after  notice  served 1 

Offensive  Trades. 

Licensed  premises  (knackers  yards) 2 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

A Cyanogas  gassing  machine  is  loaned  to  any  person  making 
application  for  same  in  the  Rural  District,  at  a nominal  charge. 


Housing  and  Building  Bye-laws. 

Number  of  plans  deposited  for  new  houses  125 

Number  of  plans  deposited  for  other  buildings  56 

Drainage. 

Number  of  tests  to  new  houses  176 

,,  ,,  (smoke)  Nil 

,,  ,,  (retests)  71 

,,  ,,  to  old  houses  (smoke)  2 


In  conclusion  I take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Members  and 
Officials  of  the  Council,  particularly  the  Staff  of  my  Department, 
for  their  co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 


BERNARD  V.  BRODIE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


